[image: image1.wmf] 


International Association of Economic and Social Councils 
and Similar Institutions
(AICESIS)

September 2011
Social Dialogue and the Public Council of Armenia
The Public Council of Armenia (PCA) was established on 12 July of 2008. The PCA has the status of a consulting body. It was created by taking into account the wishes of various social groups, so as to improve the internal political situation and to promote the consolidation of civil society in the country.
The main mission of the PCA is to be an entity that enables the Government to bring its actions in line with the public expectations, while at the same time providing leverage to the general public with regard to government policies.

Employing the skills of professional and experienced individuals working in non-governmental bodies, the PCA assists the society in gaining an immediate participation and the chance,  not only to inform the government about the society’s concerns, but also to impact the decision-making processes, insuring the expectations of those concerned are met. 

Furthermore, having the authority of securing public control over the undertakings of state and local authority bodies, the PCA has had a tangible impact on the decrease in corruption and illegitimacy, on the protection of the lawful rights of the citizens and on fostering the moral – psychological atmosphere in the country.

As a depoliticized entity, the PCA is grounded in the principle of a pro bono  participation of Armenian citizens and civic associations and of representatives of the Armenian Diaspora. Addressing the issues of public concern, each committee actively works holding sessions and establishing working groups with a view to reviewing the issues related to a given area. 130 members of the National Academy of Sciences, doctors of science and professors and 329 holders of a Ph.D. degree work in the Public Council on a pro bono basis. 422 of committee members are from the country’s regions.  32.7% of the committee members are women.

Recognition of the important role of the Public Council in the public life of the country has led to amendments in the regulations of the National Assembly and the Government thereby enabling the Public Council to take part in the work of those bodies and to present its position.

The  goals of the PCA are:

· Representation of interests of the Armenian citizens and non-governmental associations in State policy formulation and implementation;

· Identification and discussion of problems that emerge in various areas of State and public life;

· Provision of recommendations for State bodies and for public at large;

· Establishment of traditions that contribute to consolidation of civil society;  

· Support for civic initiatives that aim to protect rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of Armenian citizens and civic associations.

Organization and functioning of the PCA
The institution consists of 36 members and 12 area committees. 12 out of the 36 members were appointed by the Order of the  President of Armenia and were tasked with setting up 12 sectoral committees. 1200 non-governmental organizations delegated about 1950 of their representatives to those committees. At their sessions the committees elected chairpersons who became the other 12 members of the Public Council. The last 12 members were elected by 24 members of the Public Council. The designation and nomination of PCA members can be made either by the President of the Republic, or by the President of PCA. 

1950 members involved in the PCA committees represent over 1200 non-governmental organizations (NGOs), unions, associations and foundations; Regions of the country are represented by 422 members (21.7%), and the number of female members is 635 (32.7%). 329 candidates of sciences and 129 Doctors of Sciences/professors serve in 12 sectoral committees of the PCA. The age-group breakdown of the PCA sectoral committees is as follows: 18-30 age group -  17%; 31-45 age group - 21,9%, 46-60 - 36,7%, and 61 years old and over - 24,4%.  In the framework of the PCA activities, 66 subcommittees function, and working groups are formed to discuss specific issues. 
According to the PCA Bylaws, the Public Council of Armenia discusses raised issues and adopts decisions thereof at its plenary sessions. 
The PCA Chairman may also submit his conclusions and recommendations on the raised problems. In addition, the PCA committees have the power to submit independently issues, conclusions and recommendations to the relevant state authorities. 
The PCA is competent to undertake expert evaluation of the Armenian laws and other normative Acts and to hold consultations and hearings with regard to those problems, laws and decisions, which have received much public attention, and to involve citizens and representatives of civic associations and mass media.
During these 3 years PCA has held a number of plenary sessions, various issues were heard and discussed and decisions and recommendations were adopted. A part of the aforementioned items was selected from among numerous issues raised by the public, once they passed respective discussions at respective PCA sectoral committees. The remaining part of issues was raised by the PCA members. 
The RoA President raised two issues for consideration of the PCA, namely, “On Declaring an Amnesty” and  the pre-signed protocols of 31 August 2009 “On the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Turkey” and “On Development of bilateral relations between the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Turkey”. Those issues were discussed in all PCA committees and respective decisions thereof were adopted. 

The working group of the PCA, in collaboration with corresponding subdivisions of the RoA National Assembly and the RoA Government, has introduced amendments to the regulations of the RoA National Assembly and the RoA Government, which would allow the PCA members to participate in the discussions of the above-mentioned state authorities. [Note:  The amendments have been already made in the agenda of the RA Government and are in progress in the agenda of the RA National Assembly]. 

Some of the most significant achievements of the PCA
· Having discussed the issues in the area of agriculture, the PCA reached the conclusion that the best scenario for the solution of those problems is the promotion of agricultural cooperatives in Armenia. Taking into account also the relevant experience existing in the world, the PCA launched the cooperative movement in the country. A working group, and then the PCA Committee on Agriculture and Environment were established within the frameworks of the PCA.  As a result, the above-mentioned recommendations were incorporated in the "RoA strategy of sustainable agricultural development for 2010-2020.

· Recommendations were sent to the National Assembly to create draft laws regarding the trade unions that will protect workers’ rights and will create favorable conditions for further evolution of trade unions.

· In 2008 focusing on the issue of amnesty, which was discussed by general public and mass media, the PCA organized mass discussions of the issue. As a result, recommendations were made and the groups eligible for amnesty were identified. Those recommendations were submitted to the Armenian President and most of them were incorporated in his recommendation presented to the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia with regard to declaring an amnesty. 

· Recommendations were sent to the Government regarding the Public Education. The package was discussed during the meeting with the RA President, with the participation of the RA Minister of Education and Science. A part of recommendations included in the package was accepted the RoA Ministry of Education and Science. 
· Another issue that aroused public concern in the country was that of content of the Armenian TV programs. Numerous non-governmental organizations and individual citizens expressed their deep discontent over the current quality of the TV programs. The Public Council set up a working group engaging professionals from that field. In conformity with the principle of freedom of speech, the working group came up with a Charter that lays down the ethical principles that the TV broadcasters in the Republic of Armenia should comply with in their operation. Almost all TV companies signed the Charter. At present the representatives of TV companies established a monitoring group within the framework of the Charter that will further clarify the application of the norms outlined in the Charter.

· Establishment of the National Partnership Network (PCA Committee on Entrepreneurial Activities and Consumers’ Affairs). The RoA Government adopted a decision regarding this recommendation on the establishment of the National Partnership (NP) Foundation, jointly with the “National Partnership” NGO

· Recommendations on electronic communication regulation issues were submitted to the RA Government and the RA Public Services Regulatory Commission

· Recommendations were sent to the Constitutional Court to make changes in the law regarding the implantation of  human organs and cells.

· Decision regarding illegal actions of the staff members of one of the  schools for kids with special needs against students of the same school; and ensuring impartial process of criminal cases instituted against the journalist, who brought up this issue into the attention of public. As a result, accusations brought against the journalist were removed and individuals having committed illicit and immoral actions were accounted to criminal liability and sentenced.
Various recommendations were also made concerning the problems of the capital city, related to environmental issues, city transportation, underground infrastructure, aseismic stability, etc.
ESCs and the PCA

Highlighting the important role of the AICESIS, the PCA believes that the establishment of bilateral relations between the member organizations will not only contribute even more to the works done by  this institution, but also will highly contribute to the strengthening of the dialogue between governments and civil societies of the member countries.
Hence, in the framework of AICESIS, the Public Council of Armenia has signed bilateral agreements with the Civic Chamber of Russian Federation, the Economic and Social Council of Portugal and the China Economic and Social Council. The PCA is in the process of signing a tripartite agreement with the Civic Chamber of Russian Federation and the National tripartite Social and Economic Council of Ukraine. In the near future bilateral agreements of cooperation will be signed also with the Economic and Social Council of Greece, the Economic and Social Council of Monaco and the Social and Economic Development Council of Brazil. 
